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Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird

Poem by Wallace Stevens

Music by Anne Hege

for the New York Virtuoso Singers

under the direction of Harold Rosenbaum

NOTES:

The choir should be divided into 9 parts S,S2, M, M2, A, A2, T, Bar, Bass. When there is no S2, M2 or A2
staff, these singers should join the S, M and A parts respectively.
Strongly articulate all consonants, the ck when marked with an X notehead is unpitched.

Single "o, vowels (ie. bass m.2) denote latin vowels, otherwise use standard American English

"non.n non

u or-a

pronunciation.

Stagger breathe within phrase markings as needed.
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Measure 15 should repeat a minimum of 3 times bu
many times as necessary for the conductor to cue a

shift from m. 15 to m. 16. Each singer begins the hum
independently (even if cued mid-measure 15) so that the|

change sounds continuous, panning from edges of
group inwards.

t as
fluid

13 m
A f — ———
: 1 1 1 1 | i . 1 1 i 1 1 : ‘; I‘V I' ‘; h F_I . :
E\/ ¥ 3 X T 3+ ° 44 '\_/‘—‘_"j\_/ o
T
b-ird bla - ck bla-ck b-ird bla-ck bird bla-ck black  b-ird black  b-ird hmm
——
13 A mf —
p” AN 1% T T T
% —— = e : = : ——
1 . 1T Il . T . T
= L - L [ 4 L - L - O
ing. fly - ing. fly - ing. fly - ing. hmm
h—  — | mf =
o — v —— I —— i —— -
|  an WL 1 1 A T | | T 1 1 L ¢ 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 PN .
A4 1 ] I‘ 1 1 1 1 d (V] Lol d (V] d NN NF N N N N o
J ¢ X g o 49 | @ —
bla - ck b - ird b-ird bla-ck bla-ck bla-ck ck ck ck ck ck ck hmm
13 mf —— mf
—
o e — . g g~ ~ =
P’ A | P T o E o | | P - r o F ©
Y A% ‘I',\ 1 =1 7 o | = ‘;‘; EF - : ‘; 1 = I = ‘; 1 | e VI | = : ~
fly-ing fly - ing fly-ing fly-ing fly-ing fly - ing  fly-ing fly-ing hmm
mf_—_ i —
-~ = < & P £ o X X o e X X o ©
O 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 = 1 1 1 = ~
5‘ — } 1 » . o 1 o 1 1 <
L T T T T T
3 I I I 3 3
bla-ck ck bird black bird black  black bird bla-ck ck bird bla-ck ck bird hmm
mf —————
# L P o ‘: P :— o
- L O O O
hmm
17 =
AP =56
p” AN ()]
7 7Y [ ] T r o)
| .o WL I 1 A ¥
ANV =x 1
o) O O (=0 O
--— A
17
AP~
P’ AR D]
y AN (2] T r £
|  an WL /1 1 A W]
A4 xX 1
Py} O O z~ O
-~ - -~
APA mf solo Other Altos sing the Mezzo line yntil the tutti marking
P’ AR ()] T | e— 1 1
y AN T [ ] 1 r £ T 1 [} 1 1
2= — s SsS = ——————-=
N j B j j ! —— ~—
A - - - m-ong twen - ty snow - y  moun - tains, the
17
APA
p” A © © )] . ©
7 h = ~ [ ] | = r o) ~
| .o WL I 1 A ¥
\%)\I =x !
e e e
Q D] =
# T () m— y )
17} /1 1 A W]
D 44—
Pr - -  —t |
#: =Y o F—L- C—o
17} /1 A W]
v xX
=




S2

Bar

Bass

21
_— f)
P’ AN
Y 4\ 7Y
| .o WL
ANV
J = Co o o
S B e —
2]h
’{ L Y 2 4 g A 1 1 g ;\ 1
|  an WL PN PN 1 17 1
!j, O /(_) .I : i_g_ —
D - ~
black b-ird black b-ird
21
o)
P’ AN
Y AV
lﬂ; Ld
Py} O o o O
-— b e
21
o}
p” A
7> - T — —— 3 f e e S E— — —
| .o WL 1 1 PN 1
ANV > vl vl vl vl 2 | vl vl vl vl o 2 2
Py} O By A A
-~
bla-ck ck ck ck ck bla - ck ck ck ck ck ck ¢k
o) ,
P’ AR 1 A n n
fonP—g— I — r; T I
. e e o
_ o I
on - ly mo-ving thing | was the eye of a | black bird.
21
o)
P’ AN O O O O
Y AW -~ ©r ©r
|  an WL
%)U
P — mp
ﬁ © © re T T T E N I
-y - Py » e E— A — " E—
v 1 1= 1 1
I '  S—
The black - bird whirled in the au - tumn win -
-~ mp — —= _
: hsd = - 1 1 1 1 I
ﬁ: - © - » " B~ RN s, S— —" E—
v 1 1= 1 1
~ | '  —
The black - bird whirled in the au - tumn win -




N

o} [— .
y = S — — T I 2— i T
A r &
S | .o WL J 1 1 1 1 > | 2 -
ANV =x 1 :I 1 1 - -
oo > —r= s —
like a tree in  which there are three

A
52 EE==——se—=——c——c——c=——o—c—
V4 1T . . =X 1T . . ) 1 1 - - x
D) L - L cv o ~
black b-ird black b-ird black b-ird b-ird like a tree in which there are three
25
9 1 D]
M |Hes> %% T I — ra T / I T I
A4 xX & NN N2 N N (V] | N N2 X NN N2 (V] N
J _© ¢ ¢
bla - ck ckckckck| ck ck bla - ck ck ck ck ck ck ck
25
h [y}
M2 [Tt R R == j :
ANV > vl o vl o o =x | vl vl VARV 2 vl o 1 ] 1 ] 1 1 =x 1 1 1
Py} o ® ¥ X X X X X & XX
bla-ck ck ck ck ck bla-ck ck ckckck ck ¢k bla-ck ck ck ck ck bla - ck ck
tutti my 3
A mf , fl—|—
A |HTSG— > — e t T } 1 = o——1
— T = 3 ———— % =%
o) =~ ——o - o &
N 3 I -
w>as the eye of a | black bird in  which there are three
25 mp —_— | P

“tcijfb
]
EF
":1>
1

I was of three minds fly-ing fly - ing fly-ing fly-ing

soloistic
mp pe

K |

O )] — " 1
Ba_r o | [ ] :_=_H = Q_ o~ 1 1
SE= v — fe e . F—
(n)ds. I was of three minds like a tree in which there are three
Bass |FFi—g  E— & 5
v— = 3 i =x

I

—~
=

=
=%
»
=



— mp
29 m
= 9 I D) ] f Y Y 1 1 i -
S [ — ] i T : =
P | L L o o hi o oVve @ /.9
3 —
a tree in which thereare three black - birds blackbird | whirled in the au-tumn winds
29 nm mp
9 o t K T n
== e = |
[ A A4 — —
Y, h..; o | < —_— ==
whirled in the avtumnwinds The black bird is
29 ﬂm mp
9 t K T
M2 A — T < € Py T — t t 5 il T I T I
A4 xX 1 1 1 1 ] 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 - .
o) XX X XX hi ooV @ g = — B
ckckck ck ¢k whirled in the awtumnwinds The black bird is
A —_— = |mp —_—p
A A3 T T pr— '} = -  — T =
| .o WL I 1 1 | I— A ¥ T T T T 1 i 1 1 J— T
ANV =x .I .I .I .‘I. 1 1 1 1 J d .I 1 1 1
g T 2 ¥ 3 2 T 3 3 2
black - birds. thereare three black - birds. in which thereare three black-birds.
29!1 P
P’ AN D] n " T i |\ T n
T g hH ) = F £ n T 1 N 1 1 1 1 T
|  an WL /1 T T A W] 1 1 1 17 o T 1 1
v > 3 T T T T & o i- o i 0
o = - & - —— a—— =
the o - - - ver is mov - ing The black | -  bird is
O D)} < — D
Bar |EF 9= 2 (o .- o —r ! e . .-
LA 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 174 1 1 1
| | | I r ' ) I |
black - birds. is mov - ing. The black | -  bird is
mp  soloistic | _
a > T T T ﬁu I I —o—2
Bass [F)——5= = — > ¢ o ., *e0 p o 4 e e | |
— i i

The blackbird whirled in the au-tumn winds. It was asmallpart




- 5} / | 5] !
v .. s z 8 ..
' ™ = | THE R
o T § =] g Y 0
£ g o 2
TNl & b / e £ / I g o LIaS g8 2 d 2 g = 8 2 ¢ G 0
v , = \ = = , £
i 2 Il = 1 = [ Ve NG
| . ! ™ ™ E ol oz
L] 5 .
|| ~ J ' . RN Q RN [} L] [} o Q Q
;lH . .J +H m H m Ml = ol \ g \ g \ g \ g ol =g \JHEN
' 1 \ , S \ A ™ | & ™ & ™| & mJeE el 78 ol
| = &M < fmJ B < Lin N % %
. , . . - ~|TTT® .m «|TTT® .m «|TTT® .m «|TTT® .m 1| = .m NI
™ = e 2| M £ , 2 2 2 2 =
L4 Y s L o b r > ] 3 ] 3 ] 3 N 3 3
g g H M = ._- = ._- = ._- = ._- = Hrd = H-
= = ' ' e e o s o
M 2 ! ! I =z [ VHE Ry . . ]| 11 11 1] '_r
ol me ~ < < < < <
4 ' - — H || \
, ] ] ' fklv o f s f £ f . f . f
| 2 i O] g ¥ E * £ *E 1 E
TN € | | SR g g 2 I s
L 5 L 5 . . ,
HH - HH - i | = ﬁud = e | = | <
M ' “A ' M z ol 2 ol ~
RS > i k=) i k=) i k=] k=]
pam oh . . o @ I = g g 5 H 5
g ™ 5 'y
S 1 A 1 T L , e THRD 2 THRY 2 THR e Tl 2 |l
, == I A E \ | : | £ 1: | :
L 1 1 e P s i i
IV / ias Y = A=Y < 1 < 1 < pmJ o <
\ : : S
1 = ¥ \ ' CR °R ol
™ | 2 ™ | 2 N = ol = H ol 2
. . o . '
1 2 I ol ML B T [ SN ol
-~ ' ' v _xixt g v '
, i o L= Y 2 “ = [ 2
' N =z I =z [ W T | 2
N 0 -
1 1 Iaﬂ.u .—lll m&
T z T N ™ = VAN i 1! 27 | I Ik Y [M
. . N NN | NN NN . . NN NN NN NN
N | | AR X N | N L. AR
N e NG - N a N SN NG - NG N a
\ o~ ~m ( BT M M (
%] = 2 %] I 2
= < M nnm = < M nnm

(n).

one

black - bird are

a

and

ing,

ing, fly

fly



Bass

Bass

elide the "n" of one into the "0" vowel for a strong attack on the downbeat.
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Conductor should beat the 12/8 in a slow 4 pattern with
wide graceful gestures, so that there is a sense of slowing
land expanse from 4/4 to 12/8, hinting at the wings of a bird

Only sopranos who can sing a high C# should sing S, the rest should sing Mezzo (the same line a

n octave lower), returning to S at m. 67.
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